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Director’s Report..
A Belated Merry Christmas
and Sincere Good Wishes for 2012
I confess that I am very happy to see the end of 2011 and I am
sure that I am not alone in that. It has been an extremely
difficult year for Herriot Hospice Homecare and we know
already that the current financial year which ends in March
2012 will be likely to show a deficit. The full effects of the cost
savings we have made, as a consequence of the PCT policy change, will not be
felt until the financial year which starts in April 2012.
When I wrote to Staff and Volunteers in early November I indicated that we had
significantly changed the way we operate so we could drastically reduce costs
and still give the Fast Track Service provided by our Healthcare Assistants a
chance to continue alongside our other services. As I write this, just a couple of
weeks before Christmas, whilst the PCT have confirmed that they still wish us to
provide the service for patients at the end stage of their illness, the basis on
which the PCT will reimburse the Charity for this service is still unclear.
You may have seen in the press that a recent report from The Equality and
Human Rights Commission (EHRC) has said that the poor standard of home care
experienced by many older people is breaching their human rights and it is
suggested that legislation should be used to improve the quality of care.
Legislation, national minimum standards, inspection processes and the Care
Quality Commission already exist and have done for a number of years. More
legislation won’t change the fundamental problem which is that the home care
'market’ is desperately underfunded.
Local authorities and the NHS, who are the major funders of the home care
market - because of historically tight budgets which are now getting even
tighter – can only afford to pay at low levels for the work of home carers – that
results in many providers employing staff who are low paid and untrained,
poorly supervised and managed. Good quality homecare is definitely
achievable – as we know - but it costs more than government budgets allow.
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If the quality of care at home for the elderly and those who are ill is to be
improved, in the context of a welfare state, then it needs to be funded properly
and quality related financial incentives need to be provided to encourage a
change in the market so that providers can afford to pay and train their staff
and manage them effectively. Only then will there be a chance of raising the
standards of care at home across the board.
As you know the local PCT is planning to impose an hourly rate for the work we
do with people at the end of their life - based on these low social care market
rates. This will reduce even further the level of funding for our end of life care
at home service and could place the service at risk. Consequently we are
looking at new ways to generate income so that the Charity might be able to
subsidise this service if that proves to be necessary, as well as continue our
other planned developments. We are currently piloting a social enterprise,
Herriot at Home, which will provide high quality social care in people’s homes
on a fee paying basis and generate funds to support end of life care and the
hospice's other charitable activities. You will see an advert in this Newsletter –
please do spread the word!
I have been delighted by the unswerving support for the organisation from
both staff and volunteers during these difficult times. A big ‘Thank you’ - to
everyone who has offered their help in various critical roles in the office. We
are very grateful to them and also to all those who support the charity financially and who volunteer for the charity in any capacity at all. Sitters, drivers,
fundraisers, administrators, bakers, knitters, runners, gardeners – the list goes
on of people who give their time and their talent to ensure that all our services
can continue to support people, patients and carers during what is inevitably
one of the most difficult times of their lives.
Let us hope that 2012 brings more stability to these very uncertain times.

Liz
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2012 our 20th Anniversary year!
This year marks the 20th Anniversary of the charity. What started as
Hospice Homecare has changed beyond recognition to the organisation we know today. And everyone involved with Herriot Hospice
Homecare is very proud of what we have achieved and the high level
and standard of service we continue to offer year after year!
We are planning lots of special celebrations to mark this milestone .
More details will follow but there are some we wanted o mention
here!
“Best Buy A Mile” - We are launching a special fundraising campaign to
raise £50,000 to help cover our travel costs so that we can continue to
offer our services in peoples own homes wherever they live within our
region. Rising fuel costs have impacted on the charity in addition to
the uncertain economic climate and it is more important than ever
that we raise enough money to continue this much valued work.
How can you get involved?
Our mileage costs 40p a mile and we estimate that our sitters, drivers,
therapists and HCAs will cover over 125000 miles next year! This is
equivalent to 5 times around the world!!!
We are asking people to “buy” miles in 5 mile units (at a cost of £2) in
one of several ways.


Make a one off donation



Save your £2 coins for a year and send them to us.



Ask everyone in your local group/society to donate £2 and send
them to us.
www.herriothh.org.uk
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Nominate us to be your workplace’s charity of the year



Plan your own mile-related event—sponsored swim, bake and sell
a mile of cakes.....

Take Part In One of Our Anniversary Events
We have managed to obtain 10 places in the BUPA Great North Run in
September. These will be allocated on a first come first served basis
and places cost £40 and all that we require is that you raise at least
£300 in sponsorship.
If you prefer a steadier pace then we are also planning a Yorkshire 3Peaks hike on the 14th July 2012. The fully escorted walk is expected
to take 12 hours and covers 24.5 miles!
Or if staying indoors is more your thing—why not book a ticket to our
Burns Dinner (see page 13) - where for £35 a head you will be treated
to a three course traditional burns supper, with a piper and an after
dinner ceilidh!
In future newsletters throughout this year we will update you on progress and we will update our website and facebook pages regularly.
If anyone would like to receive a copy of our ‘Best Buy A Mile’ leaflet
or to discuss fundraising ideas then please do call 01609 777413.
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Nortahllerton Variety Company

Easter Draw
Christmas may only just be over but we are already
thinking about Easter. Local companies have again
donated some wonderful prizes for our Easter
Draw . For a full list see www.herriothh.org.uk
Unless you have asked us not to send you any,
there will be a book of 15 tickets included within this newsletter. They
have been produced in books of 15 to reduce the costs to our Charity.
Please support us by selling as many as possible.
A stamped addressed envelope is also enclosed for you to return the
counterfoils and money.
If you do not want to receive Raffle tickets in the future, please let us
know your name and address so we can make sure we do not send
them to you again.
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Recent Events & Donations...
A Grant from Sainsbury’s Northallerton for £500 to purchase
uniforms for our HCA’s

A grant from The Albert Hunt Trust for £2000
towards our bereavement service
A donation of £1656 from
combined Freemasons
Charities.

Northallerton Leek Club
donation of £824

A Catterick Sunday Market
Gate Collection raised £352

Leyburn & Mid Wensleydale
Partnership - £1,000 for meeting
tables for our training room

The Annual Grand Draw 2011
raised £2032!

Masham Car
Boot Sale
raised £868

£534 from a
Coffee Morning
In Stokesley

Our Huge Christmas Gift Fair in the Golden Lion Northallerton
raised £1547!

A stall at the Dickensian Christmas Fair at Lightwater Valley
raised £309
A big THANK YOU to everyone who has organised,
helped out at, or attended an event to support
Herriot Hospice Homecare.
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Dales Life…..
When Peter James Nimmins was offered the post of Bank
Manager at a branch at the top end of one of the Yorkshire Dales he soon discovered it was, in his view, “The
Best Job in the Bank”.
So began a happy and memorable decade with the landscape that he most loved quite literally on his doorstep
and, more importantly working with the Dales people
whom he came greatly to like and respect.
With a fine line in self-mockery, Peter, writing under the lightly disguised pen
name of Peter N James, tells a series of affectionate and amusing anecdotes
about the characters and situations he encountered.
Peter hopes that it will be refreshing, especially these days when no one has a
good word to say about banks, to read a light-hearted account of the life and
times of a country bank manager at a time when, with the doctor, the vet, the
headmaster and the vicar, the Bank Manager was part and parcel of country
life.
Copies of the book can be obtained from the address below and Peter has
kindly agreed to donate £2 from each book sold to Herriot Hospice Homecare.

Copies by post cost £5.99 plus £1 postage from:- Peter Nimmins,
7 Cumberland Gardens, Middleton Tyas, Richmond, North Yorkshire. DL106SE.
Cheque payable to P.Nimmins.
Please mark the back of the envelope with HERRIOT!
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Note from our service team!
The Service Team would like to pass on our appreciation and gratitude to all
the Volunteers, for their continual support throughout 2011.
2011 was again a very busy year and without your input, Herriot Hospice
Homecare would not be able to support patients and families at such difficult
times in their lives.
We are all very excited about our 20th Anniversary in 2012 and hope you can
join us in our forth coming celebrations.
We are aware that the Volunteer Induction day was cancelled in October and
a new date will be set in the new year.
Thank you all again, and best wishes for a happy and prosperous 2012!
Heather and Jo.

Thank you Umpie Yorkshire
Many thanks to Umpie Yorkshire for their
kind hospitality. They held an Autumn
Bazaar in aid of the Charity raising a
whopping £1140. There were some really
lovely stalls, tasty refreshments and the
evening was rounded off very tastily with
a wine tasting session by Lewis & Cooper
wine consultant Danny Cameron.
Pictured left are Alison, Ruth and Joanna with
Herriot Fundraising Co-ordinator Rebecca Wilson
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Time for tee?
Following on from last years successful event
we are delighted to be holding our second
Annual Herriot Hospice Homecare Charity Golf
Day at Thirsk and Northallerton Golf Club on
18th May 2012. Registration is now open for
teams of four people (no mixed teams) and
there will be prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes
for ladies and gents. Priced at £35 per person the day includes bacon
sandwiches and coffee on arrival and a hot carvery meal.
For more information please call the office on 01609 777413 and ask
for Rebecca Wilson.

Lovesome Breakfast?
The countdown has begun to Yorkshire’s annual charity Farmhouse Big Breakfast in the New Year.
John and Mary Pearson, who run award-winning Lovesome
Hill Farm B&B, Northallerton are hosting a three-day fundraiser with help from Herriot Farm Stay Group. Big Breakfast
will be raising funds for Herriot Hospice Homecare on January
26th.
Over the years, Yorkshire Farm Stay members have hosted and
raised thousands of pounds for charity through the annual Big
Breakfast beano. Once again, hearty Yorkshire farmhouse breakfasts will be served up at Lovesome Hill
Farm, with all food sourced on the doorstep in support of local suppliers.
Local businesses and food suppliers have already offered to support the event through sponsorship and
product donations. They include Barclays Bank, Darlington, Lloyds TSB Agriculture, Cummins Young Accountants, Thirsk, fellow Farm Stay member Crakehall Water Mill, Stamfrey Farm, Northallerton, Acorn
Dairy, Archdeacon Newton, Spring House Farm Shop, Scruton, JM & S Greengrocers, Northallerton, Beavers Butchers, Masham, Yorkshire Dales Meat Co, Patrick Brompton, and Shortridge in Topcliffe.
Big Breakfast sittings will be held from 10.00-11.30am and 1.00-2.30pm. Tickets, priced at £15, are
available from Mary Pearson on 01609 772311, e-mail lovesomehillfarm@btinternet.com
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Meet our two furriest volunteers...

“Mia”

“Nina”

We are very lucky to have the services of two pet therapy dogs who can visit
people in their homes. These calm and friendly dogs can bring comfort to people at a very vulnerable time in their lives. Often people who have had dogs in
their lives miss the companionship of a pet, and get a real boost from a visit
from Nina or Mia.
If you would like any further information regarding this service then do please
call the office on 01609 777413.

New fundraiser
We are delighted to welcome Victoria
Hodgson to the fundraising team!
Having graduated from Durham University,
where she was an active fundraiser, and
then spent 6 months travelling she is now
looking forward to organising lots of events
for Herriot Hospice Homecare.
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Burns Night
We have long been wanting to organise a Burns supper so though that it would
be the perfect launch for our 20th Anniversary year.
We have therefore planned the event for Friday 27th January at Bedale Hall.
Diners will be treated to a three course traditional Burns Supper with the haggis
being piped into the room by a member of the North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue
Band. After dinner there will be a ceilidh and a raffle with Scottish hampers up
for grabs.
The menu is as follws

Cock-a-Leekie Soup
***
Tradional Haggis Neeps and Tatties
***
Choice of Deserts

There will be a bar serving wine, beer and whisky
Tickets are available on-line at www.herriothh.org.uk
or by calling 01609 777413 and asking for Victoria Hodgson
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How to Donate…..

By Standing Order
Your Bank :
Name ……………………………………………………………………
Address …………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………...
Sort Code …...…..-……......-………...
Your Account Number ……………………..…..
Account Name …………………………………………………………..

Please pay £ ….....
To HERRIOT HOSPICE HOMECARE
Sort Code 40-52-40 Account number 00007119
every month/quarter/year (please delete) from ………………………...
until further notice or until ………………………………….(insert date)
Signed …………………………………………………………………...

If you are a UK Tax Payer, please also complete
the Gift Aid Declaration opposite.
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By Cash or Cheque
I would like to make a donation of

£ …...

Please return your completed form &
donation to:
Herriot Hospice Homecare
18 Omega Business Village
Thurston Road
Northallerton, DL6 2NJ

Gift Aid Declaration
I am a UK tax payer and I would like this, and all donations I may
make from this date, to be treated as Gift Aid in order for Herriot
Hospice Homecare to claim the tax relief on my donation, until I
notify you otherwise. (Please delete this paragraph if it does not apply)
Signed ……...…………………………………..……………………….
Full name & title ……………………………………………………….
Address……………………………………….…………...………..…..
.…………………………………………………………….……………
Post code …………………...……...Date ..…………………………...

Online

www.herriothh.org.uk
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Forthcoming Events..
Volunteers are essential to our fundraising
- please call 01609 777413 if you can help in anyway.

Date

Thur

26th January

Fri

27th January

Wed

7th March

Sat

24th March

Wed

28th March

Fri

18th May

Event

Farmhouse Breakfast at Lovesome Hill Farm

Burns Supper

Coffee Morning, Northallerton Town Hall

Northallerton Variety Company Concert Northallerton Town Hall

Easter Draw

Annual Charity Golf Day, Thirsk and Northallerton Golf Club

We are planning lots more events in 2012—watch this space!
Everyone at Herriot Hospice Homecare wishes you a very Happy New Year!
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